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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

In its near two centuries, Bowling Green has developed from a clearing in the wilderness to a
thriving community of 50,000. Cheap and rich land attracted the earliest settlers to the area. More
recent residents have found the town a fertile atmosphere for business enterprises as well as a center
of cultural and educational endeavor.

Many of Bowling Green's first inhabitants came to the area to claim land promised by Virginia to
her Revolutionary War veterans. As the area's population increased, so did the need for organized
local government, and in December, 1796, Kentucky's legislature created Warren County out of the
northeast section of Logan County. During the following year, the county's officials built the first
courthouse and jail on what is now Fountain Square Park, and George and Robert Moore donated
land for the town of Bowling Green.

From its birth, the community's economic welfare relied heavily on the Green and Barrenrivers,
down which rafts and flatboats took farm products to market. To improve river transportation, the
state authorized in the 1830s a series of locks and dams, making possible steamboat navigation
upriver to Bowling Green. Improved river travel and the 1859 completion of the Louisville and
Nashville Railroad through Bowling Green assured the town of its role as a center of trade and
commerce.

At the onset of the Civil War, the area's population was about 3-1 pro Union. Nevertheless, most
local families provided soldiers for both armies. Each belligerent wished to control Bowling Green
because of the town's strategic location. A large Southern army occupied the area for five months,
and at least a garrison of Union troops camped in the area for more than three years. The bitterness
resulting from military rule and divided families left economic and emotional scars that required
years to heal.

Bowling Green emerged from the Civil War in a sorry plight, but gradually the damage was
rectified. Inaddition to rebuilding roads, bridges, and public structures, the community constructed
the county's third courthouse. The land on which the old courthouse had stood because Fountain
Square Park.

The post war decades also witnessed other changes. The city's five man board of trustees was
replaced witha mayor-council form of government. Therailroad stimulated the developmentof new
industries, utility companies provided modern services, and paid fire and police departments
increased the security of town residents. The town's first public elementary schools opened in the
1880s, and two private secondary schools, Potter College for Women and Ogden College for Men,
attracted young people fromacross the South. The Southern Normal School also opened in the 1880s
and when Potter College closed its doors in 1909, the teachers' school (forerunner of Western
Kentucky University) purchased Potter's hilltop campus.

The Twentieth Century witnessed continued growth. The mushrooming popularity of automo-
biles stimulated a myriad of allied businesses, as did the short-lived oil boom of the early 1920s.
Despite other economic troubles, the Depression decade witnessed the construction of several public
worksand the opening of the town'’s first radio station. Industrial expansion, begun after World War
Il and continuing to the present day, enlarged job opportunities for area residents and attracted new
settlers. Improved transportation facilities, including the completion of I-65 and the Green River
Parkway on the town's outskirts, further increased the town's potential as a business community.
Expanded shopping facilities, the creation of anarts commission, and theemphasison the restoration
of historic structures enhanced Bowling Green's residential qualities.

Bowling Green nears its 200th birthday as a strong, diverse community. From a tiny clearing in
the wilderness to a thriving city that serves as the hub of south central Kentucky, Bowling Green
continues its forward journey into the 21st century.






